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(406) 447-2800 • Fax (406) 444-2151
April 29, 1997

t'"1.,

Dear Commissioner Chong:

The Honorable Rache1le B. Chons, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC20SS4

I am sorry you were unable to be part of the conference call yesterday and I sincerely appreciate
the attention, interest and knowledge which Dan displayed during that call. This letter simply re­
states some of what 1 said at that time.

SouthWest Montana Telepsychiatry Network began operation in January, 1995, to improve
access and quality ofmenta! health services in a twelve county area of Montana that is 28,509
square miles with a population of 190,000. Our network provides psychiatric services to people
in that area who previously either depended upon a family practice physician for medication
management or had no psychiatric services at all until their illness required hospitalization.

We have been working with Anaconda (population 10,000) for almost one year to develop a
videoconferencing site in their community. Anaconda is headquarters for AWARE, Inc., an
agency that manages fifteen group homes for emotionally disturbed adolescents. These group
homes are scattered over the entire state and many have no access to a psychiatrist. AWARE is
viewing Telepsychiatry as a method of maintaining continuity of care for these youth.
Additionally, there are people within the community who are often required to travel 240 miles
one-way to Billings for specialty medical care. Videoconferencing capability would allow follow­
up visits to their specialists without lengthy travel.

Cost for videocommunication access to Anaconda is quoted at 51,181.50 - 55,610 for installation,
plus an additional charge of $1,125.60 - $1,680 per month. Transmission cost is not included in
the price quote. The exorbitant price is a direct result of the mileage rate imposed to backhaul the
T-1 access line to Butte. This cost makes telehealth access to Anaconda unaffordable. I urge you
to prohibit the use of distance as a factor in determining transmission rates for healthcare. Access
to quality medical care for many people in rural Montana will continue to be limited, diffiCUlt, and
sometimes impossible unless telehealth can become an affordable choice.

St~y·

~~RN.MA
Director· SouthWest Montana Telepsychiatry Network

cc: Dan Gonzales, Staff ;/
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April 29, 1997

MAY 1 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street. N.W.
Wash.ingto~ DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Federol (

I understand the Conunission intends to issue access refonn and universal service rules
concurrently on or before May 8, 1997_ Based on recent reports from your staffand in the press,
I am deeply concerned that the Commission's current plans for acceSs reform will lead to dramatic
rate increases for local telephone service subscribers. Any local telephone rate increases resulting

.------ ---.- fwmGemmission actions to raise the Subscriber Line Charge and mociity access charges in a way
that pUtS universal service subsidies at risk: would be sharply at odds with Congressional intent in
its passage ofthe Telecommunications Act of 1996.

As you know, no statutory mandate ecists to complete the Commission·s access refonn
proceeding concurrent with implementation ofthe universal service provisions contained in
Section 254 ofthe Communications Act of 1934, as amended (the "Aa"). Therefore, I strongly
wge the Commission to refi:ain from issuing a Fmal Report and Order on access reform at this
time, and instead issue a Further Notice to determine more precisely the impact ofthese proposed
rules on local telephone rates.

It is indisputable that access charges and universal service are closely linked due to the
existence ofimplicit subsidies in access charges that currently support universal service.
Therefore, I believe it would be highly imprudent to issue final rules for access reform unless and
until the following conditions are met:

1. the implicit subsidies contained in access charges that support universal service are
identified. and valued~

2. the implicit subsidies are made etplicit; and,
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3. the amount of subsidy currently supporting universal service is recovered by
eligible telecommunications carriers either through the federal universal service
support mechanism established pursuant to Section 254 of the Act, or through an
alternative mechanism that ensures their recovery by eligible telecommunications
carriers as pan ofany new access charge regime.

The Commission's goal ofrestructuring access charges to a more economically efficient
model is critically importan~ but must D.Ql be done before identiiYing and removing the implicit
subsidies contained in the current access charge regime. and creating a separate mechanism for
their recovery. Restructuring access charges without providing a separate mechanism to ensure
recovery ofthe universal service subsidy would perpetuate the incentive for bypass, and seriously
threaten the availability ofbasic telephone service at affordable rates. After implicit subsidies are
removed and recovered through. an alternative mechanism, economic bypass would no longer
threaten the universal service principles embodied in the Act.

In its interconnection rules adopted last year, the Commission ordered that competitive
LECs who offer local service by combining unbundled netWork elements ("rebundlers"') would be
required to pay access charges to incumbent LECs until no later than June I, 1997. The rationale
for this rule was to avoid bypass ofaccess charges by rebundlers as long as these charges contain
a subsidy for the suppon ofuniversal service. A key underlying assumption was that any subsidy
supporting universal service would be removed from access charges prior to June 1.

Ifthe Commission allows access charges to continue to contain any universal service
subsidy after June 1, the rebundler will be able to bypass payment ofthe subsidy regardless of
whether it is designated an eligible telecommunications carrier pursuant to Section 214(e) ofthe
Act. The rebwlCiler effectively will pocket the universal service subsidy without having to assume
any ofthe obligations imposed by a State commission on eliglole telecommunications carriers for
the purposes ofreceiving universal service support. This outcome directly contravenes the plain
language ofthe statute, and I urge the Commission to extend the moratorium on access charge
evasion by rebundlers until a Further Notice on access reform is completed and the enumerated
conditions set forth above are met.

It has come to my attention that the Commission also is considering imposing a substantial
increase in the Subscriber Line Charge (SLC) paid by cenain consumers oflocaI telephone
service. I believe this action seriously would undennine the purpose and intent ofSection 254 of
the Act. Section 254 was enacted to ensure that basic telephone rates remain affordable for all
Americans. The law provides that subsidies necessary to ensure continued affordability ofbasic
telephone service should be funded by ill telecommunications service providers on a non­
discriminatory basis, and passed on to their customers as market conditions may allow. The law
contains no provision that a ponion of this cost should be borne by certain targeted consumers of
basic telephone service.
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Anached is a list of questions that are pertinent to the access reform and universal service
proceedings. Please provide a response to this letter and the attached questions by Friday, May 9,
1997.

Due to the fact that neither of these two proceedings is restricted at this time, there is no
question that this letter is exempt from Commission rules regarding ex-parte communications
during the sunshine period. However, in the interest offaim~ please instruct the Office of
General Counsel to serve all parnes to this proceeding with a copy ofthis letter and its
attachment, and include each in the ecor ofboth proc .

JOHN D. INGELL
RANKING :MEMBER

Attachment

cc: Commissioner Rachelle Chong
Commissioner Susan Ness
Commissioner James H. Quello
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1. Where in the Telecommunications Aa of 1996 does the statute mandate the
Commission complete its access reform proceeding concurrent with
implementation of the universal service provisions contained in Section 254?

2. Ifthe Commission is not required by law to reform access charges by May 8, 1997, why
does it believe that access reform must be implemented concurrently v.ith the universal
service provisions of the Act?

3. Has the Commission identified the current level of implicit subsidy contained
within access charges that suppons the preservation ofuniversal service? Ifso,
what is the value ofthat implicit subsidy?

4. Will the Commission's access reform rules make explicit the ponion ofaccess
charges that currently represents an implicit subsidy to support universal service?
If so, will the explicit subsidy be funded and recovered through the federal
universal service support mechanism prescribed by Section 254?

S. Ifthe implicit univefSa1 service subsidy is made explicit, but will not be funded and
recovered through the federal universal service support mechanism prescn"bed by

-- --- ·.Section 254, will its recovery be limited to eligible telecommunications carriers
designated to receive universal~ce support pursuant to Section 214(e)? Ifnot,
please provide a detailed legal analysis supporting the Commission's conclusion
that some portion ofuniversal service subsidy may be recovered by entities not
designated as eligible telecommunications carriers by a State commission.

6. Ifthe implicit universal setVice subsidy is not made explicit., will eligtole
telecommunications carriers be guaranteed to receive access charges that implicitly
contain a universal service subsidy? Ifnot, please provide a detailed legal analysis
supporting the Commission's conclusion that universal service subsidies currently
contained in access charges may be precluded from recovery by entities designated
as eligible telecommunications carriers by a State commission for the purposes of
receiving tmiversal service suppon.

7. Does the Commission intend to reduce access charges by an amount it deems to be
"excess access," i.e., access charge revenue in excess ofthe combined sum of
economic cost plus the existing universal service subsidy contained therein? If so,
what is the value ofthe "excess access" component, and how was its value
determined?

8. Ifthe Commission intends to reduce a.ccess charges by an amount it deems to be
"ex:cess access," what mechanism does the Commission intend to use to eliminate
these charges?



9. Ifthe Commission plans to increase the productivity, or "x," factor contained in its
price cap regim~would incumbent LEes retain flexibility to target resultant price
decreases to service elements of their choosing? If incumbent LEes would not
retain this flexibility, please provide an analysis ofthe predicted effect on the
competitive balance in the local exchange and exchange access markets.

10. What is the total value of the subsidies that Vrill be provided to schools, libraries,
and health care facilities as a result of the "Snowe-Rockefeller" provisions ofthe
1996 Act?

11. Please provide a list of the advanced telecommunications services that would be
subject to a discount for schools and h"braries. What is the total value of the
subsidies provided to schools and libraries for advanced teleconummications
services?

12. Ifintemal connections and internet access are included in the list ofadvanced
telecommunications services provided in #11 abo~ what is the value ofeach of
these items? Please provide a detailed legal analysis supporting the Commission's
conclusion that these items are authorized for discounts pursuant to Section 254.

13. Please describe the administrative process by which the subsidies provided to
schools, horaries, and health care facilities will be recovered by
tdecommnnications service providers through the federal universal service support
mechanism established pursuant to Section 254.

14. Please descn"be the revenue base upon which telecommunications seIVice providers
will contribute to the federal universal service support mechanism. Does the
Commission intend to identifY a different revenue base for contributions that
directly suppon the Snowe-Rockefeller subsidies for schools, h'"braries, and health
care facilities? Ifso, please provide a detailed legal analysis supporting the
Commission's conclusion that a different revenue base is authorized as the basis
for contributions to fund the Snowe-RockefeUer provisions coutained in Section
254.

PAGE 6/6
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MAY 1 1997
Commissioner Rachelle B.Chong
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Chong:

We are writing to express our shared concern regarding an important part of the
implementation of the universal service provisions of the Telecommunications Act of
1996. Our concern deals with the application of access charges to customers of
unbundled network elements. It is our belief that until the Commission completes the
implementation of the new explicit universal service support mechanisms directed by the
Act, that certain elements of access charges should apply to interstate traffic of carriers
utilizing unbundled network elements.

In the First Report and Order in CC Docket 96-98 (Interconnection Order) the
Commission stated:

Without a temporary mechanism such as the one we adopt below, the
implementation of Section 251 would permit competitive local service providers
that also provide interstate long-distance service to avoid totally the CCLC and
TIC, which in part represent contributions toward universal service, by serving
their local customers solely through the use of unbundled network elements rather
than through resale...Because of our desire to err on the side of caution where
universal service may be implicated, we conclude that some action is needed
during the interim period before we complete our access reform and universal
service proceedings." (Paragraph 719)

The "temporary mechanism" which the Commission references is the application of the
CCL and 75% of the TIC until the completion of the universal service and access reform
proceedings or June 30, 1997, whichever came first. When the Commission adopted this
order, we believed that its decisions due by May 8, 1997 would fully address the
establishment of new explicit support mechanisms to remove implicit support from
interstate access charges.

As recent press reports have indicated, it does not appear that the Commission will
complete its decision on new explicit support mechanisms for large LECs until sometime
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in 1998. and implementation of these mechanisms could well extend until January 1. !l)\)\).

Due to the important role which implicit support plays in assuring affordable basic service.
we do not believe that it would be in the public interest to go for eighteen months before
replacement mechanisms are in place. {XCs and others have indicated their intent to use
unbundled network elements to aggressively market local service. This will place billions
of dollars of needed support at risk with no replacement vehicle as contemplated by the
Act.

We would hope that the Commission will continue to err on the side of caution where
universal service is concerned, and will maintain this temporary mechanism until the
universal service proceeding is completed and the new explicit support mechanisms are
implemented.

Thank you for your consideration.

Yours truly,

Richard C. Notebaert
Chairman & CEO
Ameritech

F. Duane Ackerman
President & CEO
BellSouth Corporation

Charles R. Lee
Chairman & CEO
GTE

Edward E. Whitacre, Jr.
Chairman & CEO
SBC Communications Inc.

~"'-l j)A/e£...;.z
Richard D. McCormick
Chairman & CEO
US West



~Anderson 5~
School District Five fe1flf~

400 Pearman Dairy Road

Post Office Drawer 439

Anderson, South Carolina 29622

(803) 260-5000

An Equal Opportunity EmployerrI"~" .

April 24, 1997

Tbe Honorable I.(aellelle B. CllOng, Commissioner

Pederal COlnnltUlit,ations COllnuissioll

1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Wasbillgton, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Conll11issioncr Cbollg:

MAY 1 '997

I am tIle superintendent of Anderson sdlOol Distrid Pive, and I w(ltJd like to thank you for your dedication

in ensuring tllal all scllOol districts and eliueation consortia will have affordable access to tlH~ Information

Superbigllway.

Tbe T eleconmltUlit'ations Act and tile Pederal-Stale Joinl Board clecision will guaranlee tbal all sdl001 dislricts

willilave tbe opportunity to conned 10 the Interne! and provide clistance-Iearning opportwlities. Tbe $2.25
billion a year will addn,'ss til(' needs of all our scllOuls, aUlI importantly, tIle plan will bring services directly to tile

dassroom wllere stullenls learn. Your inclusion of internal dassrooln connections for discowlts is vilal. This

plan is l·ssenlial for preparing till' workforce of tomorrow.

Anderson Selwol Distrid l~ive is currently in lhe pnwess of lleveloping networking al'(~ess for up 10 seven

compulers inlo all dassrooms in our school llist rict , wllidl will be completed during tile summer of 1997.
During tile 1997-98 selwol year, we llOpe to gel at leasl three computers into each of our elementary classrooms

(approximately 260 classrooms). Since we also have a wide area nelwork (WAN) tllat tbese compulers will bave

access to, we will need 10 acId more bandwidlh so dIal our sludents willilave atx,ess 10 lhe Internet and dis lance­

learning opporltmities as Ibe cOlnputers inlo tile classrooms arc hrougbt online.

Anderson sl,llOol Distrid Pivc would be able to take Ibesc fWlds and usc tiuml to alld additional

teleconlnltUlicatioll services to our exisling systeln by:

1. The leasing of more T 1 facilities to give needed l)andwidtll and speed to tIle classroom in eacb of our 15
scllOols over our wide area network (\'{TAN).

2. The purchase of Ille necessary routing equipment for tllOse new services 10 connect tllOse additional T 1
facilities 10 our WAN.
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3. wilb tbe aJditional bandwidth, we would he able to purcllase distance-learning equipment dlat would allow

our students to be involved with educational opporhUlities in otller areas of tile lTnited States and arotUlcl

tIle world.

4. Higber recurring costs for tbese needecl teleconllnunications facilities w(ltJ(l (liredly affed (negalively) our

ability to expand Ibe system Illal we already lwve.

AdJitionally, monies saved tlnougb discmuds could provicle mlwlt needed resour~~es to supporl otller acadelUic~

needs. ScllOol districts need deep discolUlts for lelecomnlUnications services tllis yc'ar. Availal)le resmtrc'es for

scllOol (lislricls are limited, compared to lite need. J urge the FCC 10 fully support Ibe Joint Board's llisc01UlI

plan for universal service for scllOols. Thank you.

Karen C. W'ooJwarcl, Ed. D.

SuperinlcnJc'nl

Jt
Anderson
SChool Discricl five
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MAY 1 1997
400 Pearman Dairy Road

Post Office Drawer 439

Anderson, South Carolina 29622

(803) 260-5000

An E(jllal (JpporrunifY Employe,

April 24, 1991.'

Tl1(~ Hlmt1riJhle Radlelle B. Chmlg, COllul1issiouer

Feelersl COUlnlunicatic.lns Commission

1919 M Street. NW, Room 844
WBshiugton. DC 20554

RE: CC Dockt No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I am the ill\pelrintendent of AJ,tdcrson School District Five, and I woJd like t(, lhank you (e,r 1emr J.Jie.!aticlI1

in etlS\mlliil that all $chool districts and education C()IJsortia williulve affe>rcbhlc ae.~cesl!l tel lhe Inf.'rmation
Superhighway.

The Tell'(:(lmm\Ulkolious Ad and IllE? r=cderal-Slale Joint Board d(!cisi(lll "Go'ill gwmmlee l!\i11 all ~c.J1<'cll Jittlrid~

will have litE:· c'I'I'orhU'lily to councct lo the Iutenwl and pwvide dislance-Ieaming opporh.Ulities. The $2.25
hillion a 1(,'01' win oJJn~!' lite 11~ of all our schonls. anJ importantly, tIl£' plan will hriug servicE'S Jiredly to the
clOI>E'rOOlll where !1\1l1l'l1l~ lellnl. Yl,ur iuclusion (If internal daBS'nlllm connection!' [or discount!; is vilal. Tllilll

1'1611 is ("!ie,'ntia) for rrcpiJring tht' 'lIle'r}JelNe' of h'1l10rrl'W.

Andcl'llC'll Sl~h()ol District Five i, ~\U"rently ill the rnll'Cl;<~ of developing networking accellli' for up 10 e£!Ven

wmpulcr!' iuto all dllSl!lrooms in our school clishid. whidl will k cllmplel:eJ Juring lbe S1UU1n~ o( 1997.

Duriug tllll' 1997-98 ecll()Cl) year. we hope to set at lcoil't tltrc,", CC1lllputcril' inhl ca\lh llf our clcmentory dilfilllrllUln9

(approximately 260 dSllSI'tX'lltS). Sinf:e we al60 llave a wiele area nd'llTl)rk (WAN) dli11 tbese com['uters willlt8W

tl(!('.CSf!' to, we willl1ccJ 10 aJJ mort' hmclwiJlh il'O thelt 0\11' i'luckllb will havc cWCCil'il' tc') lht' Illtenlet aud diil'I,ml;c­

I~Qnlil1g opporlWliEelil iJli' the comruterll into lhe das15re.'oms llre bre.luRhl ('n~m~.

Ancle"on Sehoc,l Di"'lrid Five would be able to tak" these fWlds cmd UEe Ihetl1 10 add aJditi(lllol
teleoemnuwlicatiotl llervil~CI!o to our exilltillg syslem by:

1. The leasing of more Tl facilities to give needed handwidth ~I1d .!'peed tel the ~Jassrooltt in el1<lh llf cll1r 15

I!cltools over Clur wide area network (WAN).
2. TIle purchase of the neccssary routing equipment fl)r lh(lse new services h' ct>11ned tbl")SC adJitional Tl

fllcilities to our WAN.
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The II(~llllraJ,le .Radll"lle B. Chane
April 24, 1997

Page 2

3. With tbe additional bal1J'tIfi.Jth, we would. be able to purchase diiltonce-learning ('(f\UpIUel1t that wo\Jd all01ll

our .tueknhr to be illvolveJ with educational opporhulitit'! in other or'JO! of the I TnitcJ i3tatt'S ond or()\U!cl

the worl!
4. Higher ta."'\uring cos~s fc,r these needed teleconUllWlicatiolls facilities Wt,\Jll diredly afCed (m'solivt'!y) nul'

ohility 10 ('xrllJ1d. the system Ih<lt we olrt'ad.y hovt'.

AJdition..Uy, Inonies saved tlUOugll disCQ\Ulh c~,ulJ rroviJe much needed rel.!('urcc~ 10 mpport (lther iJcaJel1li~:

neuls. SdUlO) Jili'trids m.'ccl ckep discO\Ults for t€llecommunicatiOJ1s services ~hiSl Yl.'ar. Availahlv rt'llO\I.U'C5 for

school diE'tricb ar(' limited, compared to the need. I urge the pee to f\J1y !uPI'ort the Join! Board"s Ji9~:~nUll

pIau for \U1ivns8.1 service for schools. Tlulllk y~m.

Karen C. Wood'Olind, Ed. D.
SuperintcuJcnt
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April 24, 1997

The IlolHlrul,le Susan Ness, Conlluissioner
1;ederal ConlnltUU~'ationsConllnission

1911) M ftred, NW, Room 844
W'Mllinglou, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear COllllUissiouer Ness:

M~Y 1 1997
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J am lhe superintendent of Anderson School District Five, and I would like to thank you for your dedication

in ensuring tlult all scllOol districts and education consortia willilave afforrlable access to the Information

Superhighway.

The T eleconmnuucations Ad and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will gUilrantee that aU scllOol distrids

will have the opporltUlity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning opportUllities. Tile $2.25

lnllion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the

classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for disco\Ults is vital. T1Iis
plan is essential for preparing tile workforce of tomorrow.

Amll·rson sellOul District Five is currently in the process of developing networking access for up to seven

l'ompuh.>rs into all classrooms in our sdlOol dislrict, which will be l'(lmpletell during the Sl.UlllUer of 1997.
During the 1997-98 school year, we hope 10 get al least Ihree compulers into eacll of our elementary classrooms

(approximately .260 classrooms). Since we also llave a wide area nelwork (WAN) Ihat these computers willliave

,wcess lo, we will need 10 add more llamlv.ridlll so that our studenls will have access to tile Internet and distance­

learning opport wulies as Ihe computers into the classrooms are hrought online.

Anderson School District ['ive would he ablc 10 take these fl.Ulds and use tllclll to add additiOlial

lck'~'omlnl.Uli~'nlion servi~'es lo our cxisling systenl hy:

1. Tile l(.>asing of more Tl fndlities to givc neccled handwidllt and speed to the ~;lassroolll in each of our 15
sdlOols over our widc area ndwork (\,{!AN).

2. TIle pnrchase of titl' nccessary routing eCluipmcllt for tbose new services 10 ~'onned dIOse additional Tl
fa~'ilities to onr \'{JAN.
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3. Wah llle ilJJilionill hilndwidllt, we would be able to purcllase distance-learning equipment that wocid allow

our sludenls to he involved wilh eJuciltional opportwlilice: in oillcr ilrcae: of lhe United States and arotUld

tlle wor!cl.

4. Higher recurring costs for tllcse lll;eded teleCOlllllltUlications filcilities wotJd Jiredly affed (negatively) our

il)lilily 10 expand the system lhat we illready 11ave.

A(.lJilionillly, monies saveJ througb Jisco1lllts cocid provide much needed resources to support oiller academic

needs. ScllOol Jislricts need Jeep Jisco1lllts for telecommwlications services this year. Available resources for

school clislrids are limited. (.~ompared to tIle need. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discOlUlI
plan for tUliversal service for schook. Tbank you.

diy,
~J~~
8uperinlcnJent

chc

Jt
Anderson
School District Five
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Menifee Pride
Working For You

April 22, 1997

MENIFEE UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT
30205 Menifee Road, Menifee, California 92584

(909) 672-1851 • FAX (909) 672-1385

Superintendent
Glen C. Newman, Ed.D.

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am writing to you in regards to the federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount Program. I am a locally
elected school board member from the Menifee Union School District, and I would like to express my strong
support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that even
the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide distance-learning opportunities. The
$2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring
telecommunications services directly to the classrooms, where they can have the greatest impact on students. It
is important to remember that each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount program.
Therefore, the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should the
size ofthe Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program is essential for preparing
our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need these discounts
for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC commissioners to fully support the
recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for
universal service for schools and iibraries.

Thank you for your consideration ofthis matter.

Sincerely,

d,(n&" dA1uKfl
Linda L. Stack, Member
Governing Board of Education

LLS:na

cc: The Honorable Pete Wilson, Governor of the State of California

GOVERNING BOARD: John Fitzgerald Victor Giardinelli Chester Morrison Robert O'Donnell Linda Stack
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Menifee Pride
Working For You

April 22, 1997

Superintendent

DOCKET ALE COPYOR~_· Newman, Ed.D.

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

1997

I am writing to you in regards to the federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount Program. I am a locally
elected school board member from the Menifee Union School District, and I would like to express my strong
support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that even
the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide distance-learning opportunities. The
$2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring
telecommunications services directly to the classrooms, where they can have the greatest impact on students. It
is important to remember that each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount program.
Therefore, the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should the
size ofthe Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program is essential for preparing
our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need these discounts
for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC commissioners to fully support the
recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for
universal service for schoois and iibraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

::::;::, <. p-//.~/// \
~Y"; (:u~:-<!c-:l-;: / /(..o-~,'t(.#-6-z..~(
Chester W. Morrison, Clerk
Governing Board of Education

CWM:na

cc: The Honorable Pete Wilson, Governor of the State of California
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GOVERNING BOARD: John Fitzgerald Victor Giardinelli Chester Morrison Robert O'Donnell Linda Stack
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Menifee Pride
Working For You

April 22, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96·45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

Superintendent
Glen C. Newman, Ed.D.

I ·am writing to you in regards to the federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount Program. I am a locally
elected school board member from the Menifee Union School District, and I would like to express my strong
support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that even
the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide distance-learning opportunities. The
$2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring
telecommunications services directly to the classrooms, where they can have the greatest impact on students. It
is important to remember that each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount program.
Therefore, the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should the
size ofthe Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program is essential for preparing
our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need these discounts
for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC commissioners to fully support the
recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for
universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

;' John C. Fitzger ld Member
Governing Boar of Education

\ .
"-..... '

JCF:na

cc: The Honorable Pete Wilson, Governor of the State of California

GOVERNING BOARD: John Fitzgerald Victor Giardinelli Chester Morrison Robert O'Donnell Linda Slack



MENIFEE UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT
30205 Menifee Road, Menifee, California 92584

(909) 672-1851 • FAX (909) 672-1385 .

Menifee Pride
Working For You

April 22, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

Superintendent
Glen C. Newman. Ed.D.

I am writing to you in regards to the federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount Program. I am a locally
elected school board member from the Menifee Union School District, and I would like to express my strong
support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that even
the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide distance-learning opportunities. The
$2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring
telecommunications services directly to the classrooms, where they can have the greatest impact on students. It
is important to remember that each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount program.
Therefore, the inclusion ofdiscounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should the
size ofthe Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program is essential for preparing
our students to enter the workforce oftomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need these discounts
for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC commissioners to fully support the
recommendations ofthe Joint Board and approve the proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for
universal service tor .schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

~k-1-~£
Victor Giardinelli, President
Governing Board of Education

VG:na

cc: The Honorable Pete Wilson, Governor of the State of California

GOVERNING BOARD: John Fitzgerald Victor Giardinelli Chester Morrison Robert O'Donnell Linda Stack
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April 24, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street. N.W., Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Susan Ness:

NAY 1 1997

I am a Director of Instructional Services at the Franklin Regional School District. I am
writing to thank you for your support with the' Telecommunications Act and the Federal­
State Joint Board discount plan.,

This plan will ensure that all schools and libraries will have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all schools.
These plans will ensure that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect
to the Internet. Also, they are able to bring services directly to the classroom where
students learn, and provide distance-learning opportunities.

Your inclusions of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is
essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow. We will continue to use the money to
implement our technology plan to supplement our local funds for staff development. Our
students are in need of substantial discounts this year.

I fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools flnd
libraries, and I urge the FCC to do so.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
/ i,'" ,

,I .' .:/: 0 ,.,(.(~...k--
, 'f'?"'- /- ~/f.. ~,.,/;;--- -~ ~

/ Jack Samuels
Director of Instructional Services
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Superintendent
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Director of Pupil and Personnel Services
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JACK SAMUELS
Director of Instructional Services
(412) 325-7606

JANE TACHOIR
Oil'ector of Secondary Program Services
(412) 325-7605
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Director of Busmess Services
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Franklin Regional School District
3210 School Road

Murrysville, Pennsylvania 15668

April 24, 1997

JUDITH C. BRAGGINS
Administrative Assistant for
Special Education Services
(4121 325-7601

PATRICIA A. ANZUR
Supervisor of Child Accountingl
Transportation Services
(412) 325-7607

WILLIAM J. GALLAGHER
Supervisor of Accountingl
Purchosing Services
(4121325-7608

The Honorable Susan Ness
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am a Director of Instructional Services at the Franklin Regional School District. I am
writing to thank you for your support with the Telecommunications Act and the Federal­
State Joint Board discount plan.,

This plan will ensure that all schools and libraries will have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all schools.
These plans will ensure that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect
to the Internet. Also, they are able to bring services directly to the classroom where
students learn, and provide distance-learning opportunities.

Your inclusions of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is
essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow. We will continue to use the money to
implement our technology plan to supplement our local funds for staff development. Our
students are in need of substantial discounts this year.

I fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools ~d
libraries, and I urge the FCC to do so.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

d~'1ffl~
superVi~~eChnOIOgy Services
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DAVID M. BEASLEY, CHAIRMAN
GOVERNOR

RICHARD A. ECKS1ll0M
STATE TREASURER

EARLR E. MORRIS. JR.
COMFTROUER GENIlRAL

P.O. BOX 12444
COLUMBIA. soum CAROLINA 29211

(803) 734-2320

April 28, 1997

t r
\}' ,

JOHN DRUMMOND
cHAIRMAN, SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

HENRY E. BROWN, JR.
CHAIRMAN, WAYS AND MEANS COMMrITIlI!

UIrnER F. CARTER
EXEaITIVE DIRECTOR

MAY t 1997
The Honorable James H. Quello
Commissioner OOCKET FILE COPY ORIGiNAl
Federal Communications Commission
Room 802
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Federal-State Joint Board Recommendations
on Universal Service fCC Docket No. 96-45)

Dear Commissioner Quello:

On behalf ofthe State of South Carolina, I would like to urge the Federal
Communications Commission ("FCC") to implement promptly the general recommendations of
the Federal-State Joint Board relating to universal service support for K-12 schools and for
libraries. There are a few minor details of the Joint Board's recommendations for school/library
support that should be modified to make the program administratively more manageable.
Specifically, the rules should expressly recognize that state agencies may file consolidated
requests for universal service support on behalf of their schools and libraries, and the Universal
Fund Administrator should be instructed to accept such consolidated filings. (South Carolina and
other states have been in contact with the FCC's staff on these and other matters.) Overall,
however, the Joint Board's recommendations are critical to the success of the combined efforts of
federal, state and local governments to ensure that all of our children have access to the basic
telecommunications resources necessary for enhanced learning and interaction with the
burgeoning worldwide electronic information storehouse.

We in South Carolina have recognized for some time the tremendous importance of
having our schools and libraries connected to the Internet. In 1996, at my behest, our legislature
appropriated $10 million to connect our K-12 schools and our libraries to the Internet. As of
April 1, 1997, we had completed dedicated connections of approximately 620 schools and
libraries. We expect to connect the remaining 697 schools and libraries by December, 1997.

FAX (803) 734-2117



But much more needs to be done in South Carolina and elsewhere. We need to train our
teachers to bring the full potential of the Internet and other technologies into their classrooms.
We need to acquire additional computers and related technology to ensure that our schools and
libraries are adequately equipped to meet the needs of their respective student and user
populations. We need to enhance the use of live video instruction capabilities (including
interactive video conferencing) that have been pioneered by the South Carolina Educational
Television System. And we need to ensure that every one of our students (especially those in the
most disadvantaged school districts) has the maximum opportunity to use the educational tools
made possible through computers and communications technology.

The school/library universal service proposals will go a long way toward helping us
achieve our objectives. Although South Carolina already has committed to connect our schools
and libraries to the Internet, the availability of universal service support will enable us to free up
funds for the important related tasks listed above and many others. that are essential to providing
our children with a quality education.

We in South Carolina very much appreciate the support that you, the FCC, the Joint
Board, Congress and the Administration have given to this endeavor. We urge the FCC to take
the next step by promptly adopting rules that will implement the Joint Board's basic
recommendations on school/lib universal service support.

cc: Barbara Nielsen
State Superintendent of Education
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MAY r 1997

The Honorabte Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
l;cderal Communications Commission
19\9 M Street NW
Washington. DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

WE arc faculty and S\afffrom 8ERRY fL-"ff-'JEN1fffjin Maryland. We arc writing in
support of the Universal Service discounts for schools l:U1d libraries that have been
recommended by the Joint Board.

We would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries
will have a1Tmdable access to the Iniormation Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Joint Board discount plan will guaranteed that even
the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect tu the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 biJlion a year will address the needs of an our
schools, and, importantly. \he plan will bring scrvice~ directly to the classroom where
students lcanl. Your inclusion oiintcmal classroom connections for discount is vital.
This plan is essential fOT preparing the workforce ot'tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecomn'unications services this year. We urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's dis(;ount plan for universal services for schools
and iibrarie~.

Thank you.


